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On Tuesday, March 29, 2016 over 200 Waterbury Public School students attended 
the 8th Annual Great Debate sponsored by the CT NAACP at The First Cathedral 
in Bloomfield, CT. Over 3,000 students were able to participate and learn from 
Howard University and Morehouse College Debate Teams, representing two of our 
outstanding Historically Black Colleges and Universities. The Debate was moderat-
ed by Hartford Mayor Luke Bronin. 
Debate questions included immigration and the need to build a wall along the U.S. 
Mexico border, as well as, criminal justice and repealing the "Three Strikes" law. 
 
According to Scot X. Esdaile, CT NAACP President, "The Great Debate Series is to 
promote debating skills-building discipline that fosters intellectual development and 
lifelong learning". The process also promotes active listening skills and prepares 
students to be critical thinkers and enlightened citizens in the global community. 
 
Kudos to Mrs. Gladys Johnson Wright, Community Liaison, who coordinates this 
annual activity for our students.  
 
  Submitted by Dr. Shuana Tucker 



WAMS Participates in National School Choice Week  

Partners in Education  
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The C & C Players, a multi-school group that rehearses at West Side Mid-
dle School under the direction of teacher Michael Cappiello, performed a 
special concert, “A Brass City Christmas” for visitors to the Raymour & 
Flanagan furniture showroom in December.  The C& C Players include 
students from West Side, Kennedy High School, Waterbury Career Acade-
my and Kaynor Technical.   

As part of an Italian class, a select group of Wallace Middle School stu-
dents were invited to attend “An Intimate Conversation with Lidia Bas-
tianich” at the Palace Theater on Wednesday evening, January 27th.  Lid-
ia Bastianich is an Emmy-winning host of Public Television’s and Food 
Network’s “Lidia’s Kitchen” and “Lidia’s Italy.” World Languages teacher 
Ralph Belvedere explained, “This is truly a great experience for our stu-
dents and our school’s Italian language program. Bringing the language 
and culture of Italy firsthand to our students will be a great experience.”  
The students participated in a special meet-and-greet with the star prior to 
the show.  

Waterbury Arts Magnet School held a special event on Friday, January 29, 2016 at 
8:00 AM to celebrate National School Choice Week. 
This event featured student performances focusing on the theme of "Choices". 
WAMS is one of more than 12,000 schools participating in National School Choice 
Week (January 24–30, 2016). The goal of the Week is to shine a positive spotlight 
on all types of education options for children—from traditional public schools to 
public charter schools, magnet schools, private schools, online learning and home-
schooling.  



School / Staff Honors  

Page 3 Vol. XVII, Issue 2 

Debra Atkins, social worker and speech/language pathologist at Washington 
Elementary School, was nominated for the 2015-2016 national LifeChanger of 
the Year award. Sponsored by the National Life Group Foundation, the 
LifeChanger of the Year program recognizes and rewards the very best K-12 
public and private school educators and employees across the United States 
who are making a difference in the lives of students by exemplifying excel-
lence, positive influence and leadership.   

Debra was nominated by Washington School Principal Roxanne Augello, who 
wrote: “Each day, Atkins greets students and staff with warmth and caring. 
She is astute in reading body language an instinctively knows when someone 
needs a hug. She is a wealth of resources   for the students’ families, and she 
constantly provides physical and emotional support. Her days are filled with 
home visits, providing counseling and social groups, and just being a friend.” 

Three educators were honored as Waterbury Mayors for the Day in February. 
On Wednesday, February 17th, at 10:30 a.m., we honored Kennedy High 
School teacher Jahana Hayes as our African-American Mayor for the Day. On 
Thursday, February 18th, at 10:00 a.m., the city honored Tom Paloka as Koso-
var Mayor for the Day. He is an author, teacher and journalist from Kosovo. 
On Friday, February 26th, at 10:00 a.m., the city honored Maria Taveras as 
Dominican Mayor for the Day. She is a bilingual teacher at Hopeville Elemen-
tary School, and she and her husband operate Via Al Paraiso Restaurant in 
Waterbury. 

Laure-Lyne Mancini and Karen Sullivan, teachers from Bucks Hill Pre-K at the 
Annex, applied for and won the Margaret Generali Education grant to increase 
technology within their classroom. With the grant, the teachers hope to in-
crease the students' understanding of technology, enhance their literacy skills 
and broaden their students' minds with experiences from around the world. 

Patricia Moran was one of five educators awarded by France with an Academ-
ic Palm Award in New York during a ceremony held at the Cultural Services of 
the French Embassy. Mrs. Moran was cited for launching the Literacy Through 
School Libraries program here in Waterbury and for strengthening the collabo-
ration between Waterbury and Toulouse, France. During the presentation, 
Mrs. Moran was congratulated for her “pioneering spirit,” her “exemplary work 
as an educator” and her commitment to help level the playing field for all stu-
dents.  
 
On March 4th, Gilmartin Literacy Facilitator, Laura Caruso "L.M. Carr", author 
of the Giving trilogy, was showcased on CT Style (channel 8 ) for her amazing 
books!  Kudos to our accomplished author!  



Schools Celebrate the Holidays 
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Students from Rotella Magnet School decorated holidays trees in both the Chase 
Building and City Hall.   



Brief Stories From Around the District  
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The first Unified basketball game of the year took place on Wednesday, February 
27, at Wilby High School at 5:45 pm. Mayor O’Leary of Waterbury and Mayor 
Dunn of Wolcott served as honorary coaches. The Unified Sports program is a 
great program that allows students with disabilities to play sports alongside able-
bodied athletes.   

Students in Rotella Magnet School’s After School Enrichment Program 
performed onstage in The Lion King, Jr., much to the delight of family 
and community members.  

We have received notice that Waterbury is being awarded $413,138 for a 
state technology grant, the amount for which we applied.  Those funds will 
be used to purchase 15 mobile laptop carts (30 laptops per cart) to be dis-
tributed to 14 different district schools. 



Instructional Leadership Director Assignments 

Mayor O’Leary Visits Carrington Students  
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Noreen Buckley: Regan, Hopeville, Tinker, Reed, Carrington, Generali, 
Sprague, Driggs, Bunker Hill and Bucks Hill. 
 
Pamela Baim: Kingsbury, Chase, Washington, Wendell Cross, Gilmartin, 
Wilson, Duggan, Maloney, Rotella and Bucks Hill Annex.  
 
Michelle Baker: West Side, North End,. Wallace, Enlightenment and State 
St. 
 
Paul Whyte: Kennedy, Crosby, Wilby, Waterbury Career Academy, Water-
bury Arts Magnet, Walsh and Adult Education.  

Eighth graders listen attentively as Mayor Neil O'Leary talks about 
the political process during a recent visit to Carrington School 



Black History Month Activities  
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Jerry Craft, an American cartoonist and children's book illustrator best known for 

his syndicated newspaper comic strip Mama's Boyz, visited students at Reed 

School on February 17.  Craft is one of only a handful of syndicated African Ameri-

can cartoonists in the US.  He has illustrated and/or written 14 children’s books 

and middle grade novels, working directly with the authors to bring their text to life! 

His most recent work was “Offenders: Saving the World While Serving Detention!” 

an action/adventure story designed to teach kids about the negative effects of bul-

lying.  

 

Students at Maloney School studied the work of African American artists: 

Kindergarten- Alma Thomas- watercolor resist paintings 

1st Grade- Ezra Jack Keats- Snowy Day 

4th Grade- Romaire Beardon- jazz collages-  including the history of the Harlem 

Renaissance 

 

Washington and Hopeville Schools collaborated on a Black History Month Celebra-

tion Dinner at Washington School.  

 

Wilson School held a Black History Month School Assembly on February 26th.  

 

Kathryn Iaiennaro, a Wallace Middle School Unified Arts teacher, asked students 

to develop a black history month power point. In addition, students created a 3D 

project on their chosen person. Last year many students chose to decorate cereal 

boxes for their person, and this created an awesome bulletin board,  

 

Students in Crystal Mata’s English Language Arts classes at Wallace Middle 

School worked on two different black history projects this month. The first project 

was a “Who Am I” study where students researched an influential African American 

in class using the laptop cart. They then made a poster with four little known inter-

esting facts about their person and left off the individual’s name. The class as a 

whole then completed a gallery walk, tasked with the challenge of matching a 

name from a list with each poster. Lastly, the person(s) who made the poster pre-

sented to the class, including the correct name that matched their poster.  The sec-

ond project focused on famous quotes from African Americans. Students were split 

into groups and given biographies on important figures in African American history. 

The students then read the biography article and listed the important events in that 

person’s life. The teacher than provided the students with a famous quote said by 

their person. Students combined their important facts with the quote to make a 

poster. Once again, students completed a gallery walk. Afterwards, students were 

required to complete a writing prompt regarding which quote stood out to them the 

most and why. 



Brief Notes (cont’d)  
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Mr. Giammatteo’s Kindergarten Classroom at Sprague School invited family 
members to join them for a special celebration of Black History Month. The 
children presented a short video they created to showcase their work during 
Black History Month, and student artwork and writing was on display. 
 
Carrington School students in Mrs. Hanley’s class researched famous African
-Americans, then created a power point presentation. The power point includ-
ed photos of the chosen person, a brief biography with a timeline, important 
accomplishments with dates, character traits, fun facts and quotes,  In addi-
tion to this, students had to answer the question: What led this person to be-
come so successful?  

Black History Month (continued)   

Wilby High School hosted a New England district qualifying event for the FIRST Robotics com-

petition. Thirty eight teams were registered to compete, including the Nuts & Bolts of Fury 
team from Kennedy High School and the Bullbots from Crosby. The event was open to the 

public on March 5th from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. and on March 6th from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

Students from Ms. Krislyn Petti's Public Speaking class at Wilby High School participated recently in 

Connecticut's Second Annual Social and Emotional Learning Week at Quinnipiac University’s 
School of Law. The students created and presented a mural with the theme “Choosing Love” to 

Senator Richard Blumenthal and Scarlett Lewis, the mother of six-year-old Jesse Lewis, one of the 
victims of the Sandy Hook tragedy. They also shared short anecdotes about situations they had to 

overcome in their own lives, which prompted a standing ovation from the audience. Wilby was one 
of just six schools participating. Sen. Blumenthal later brought the murals to Washington, D.C. with 

him to display during a meeting on Social and Emotional Learning.    

The Kids’ Lit Quiz is a major national celebration of books and reading, spon-
sored by School of Education and Professional Studies and the Department of 
Literacy. Teams of four students work together to answer 100 wide ranging 
book related questions arranged in ten categories. For the first time in the his-
tory of the contest, Waterbury was represented by two teams from WAMS on 
January 27th – thanks to our wonderful librarian, Doreen Lopez!  



Useful Websites 
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The following are the websites I use for Black History Month: 
  
http://www.history.com/minisites/blackhistory/?page=icons 
http://www.biography.com/http://www.baltimore.org/africanamerican/index.htm?
engine=adwords!10386&keyword=%2Ablack+history%2A&match_type= 
http://search.eb.com/blackhistory/ 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/ 
The above websites are used to select a Black American and do a Biography 
Sheet on him/her.  In the upper grades we sometimes create a Power Point 
Presentation and share with our classmates. 
 
http://www.holidays.net/mlk/story.htm 
http://www2.lhric.org/pocantico/taverna/98/1.htm 
These two websites are the websites we use to learn about Martin Luther King 
Jr. and the timeline of his life.  I have used  these websites to celebrate MLK day 
and I will use them in the month of February. 
 
http://www.search.eb.com/blackhistory/subjects/bio.do 
http://pbskids.org/aaworld/ 
The above sites are for students to read about their African American heroes 
and role models. 
 
 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/railroad/ 
This website is a virtual tour of the Underground Railroad.  The student actually 
travels as a slave would and makes decisions about where to go and what to 
do.  The students love this site.  Please share it with anyone who is interested. 
 
Janice Lawson 
Maloney School Computer Lab Teacher 

On Thursday December 17, the Young Men of Color conference was held at Good-
win College, East Hartford, CT. YMOC  was attended by twenty middle school boys 
from Waterbury Arts Magnet. In all, two hundred boys  from across the state attended 
the conference. 
 
The young men engaged in a motivational presentation by Mr. A’Ric Jackson from 
Chicago. Each student participated in break out groups and panel discussions.  Mr. 
A’Ric Jackson stressed a few points of interest: 
Man up! 
Communicate with others! 
It’s great to have HATERS – Having Attitude toward Everyone Reaching Success! 
Be true to you! 
Positive teacher student relationship matters! 
 
The WAMS students represented the district very well. Each student was over-
whelmed by the experience. The trip was initiated by Mrs. Lauren Elias – Principle 
WAMS, chaperoned by Mr. John Burrus- Behavior Technician and Mr. Carey Ed-
wards – Eight Grade Math. 
  Submitted by WAMS Staff 

http://mail3.waterbury.k12.ct.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.history.com/minisites/blackhistory/?page=icons
http://mail3.waterbury.k12.ct.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.biography.com/
http://mail3.waterbury.k12.ct.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.baltimore.org/africanamerican/index.htm?engine=adwords!10386%26keyword=%252Ablack%2Bhistory%252A%26match_type
http://mail3.waterbury.k12.ct.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.baltimore.org/africanamerican/index.htm?engine=adwords!10386%26keyword=%252Ablack%2Bhistory%252A%26match_type
http://mail3.waterbury.k12.ct.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://search.eb.com/blackhistory/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/history/us/aframer/bios/
http://mail3.waterbury.k12.ct.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.holidays.net/mlk/story.htm
http://mail3.waterbury.k12.ct.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www2.lhric.org/pocantico/taverna/98/1.htm
http://www.search.eb.com/blackhistory/subjects/bio.do
http://pbskids.org/aaworld/
http://mail3.waterbury.k12.ct.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.nationalgeographic.com/railroad/
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Grant Helps Students at Bucks Hill Pre-K 

Laure-Lyne Mancini and Karen Sullivan, teachers from Bucks Hill Pre-K at the 
Annex, applied for and won the Margaret Generali Education grant to increase 
technology within their classroom. With the grant, the teachers hope to increase 
the students' understanding of technology, enhance their literacy skills and broad-
en their students' minds with experiences from around the world.  
 
To date, the teachers have been able to purchase 4 iPads with accessories, a 
kids digital camera, a webcam, and a microscope, and have already incorporated 
it into their classroom on a daily basis.  The students are using the iPads to ex-
plore the safari during their animal unit. They have been able to watch wild ani-
mals, such as elephants and giraffes, in their natural habitat. They also have able 
to read books and test their knowledge on letter sounds. 
 

In the science center, the students are able to use their brand new micro-

scope to view and document different items they see in their environment.   

The teachers have also incorporated an opportunity for each of their stu-

dents to be a photographer of the day. The teachers choose one student and 

that day the child is able to take photos of the classroom and they are up-

loaded each day to their own folder on the computer and will soon be put 

on display in the classroom. And lastly, Mrs. Mancini and Ms. Sullivan 

have created a partnership with a pre-k class at James Morris Elementary 

School in Morris, CT. With their brand new webcam, they hope to reach 

out to their new friends several times until the end of the school year.  

 

   Submitted by Bucks Hill PreK Staff 
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Health Fair for Employees 

The City of Waterbury kicked off a new season of health evaluations 
for employees by hosting a Health Fair at Kennedy High School on 
December 8th.  Employees spent time visiting various vendor 
booths before going into the auditorium for a presentation on 
healthy eating and healthy lifestyles. 
 
Jay Jacobs, from NBC-TV’s “The Biggest Loser” show, served as 
the keynote speaker.  He and his daughter lost a combined total of 
295 pounds during the show’s 11th season. He has since become a 
health and wellness ambassador and has appeared on such shows 
as Today, Good Morning America, and Fox & Friends.  
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CITY OF WATERBURY DAY  
WITH THE BRIDGEPORT SOUND TIGERS - 

Benefits Rod Dixon Marathon Activities  

in Waterbury Public Schools  

WHEN: Saturday, December 5, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

WHAT: Bridgeport Sound Tigers 

 

WHERE: Webster Bank Arena, 600 Main St., Bridgeport 

 

TICKET INFORMATION: Only $15 per person  

 (regularly $39 per person) 

 

Proceeds from ticket sales will benefit the Rod Dixon  

Marathon Program in the Waterbury Public Schools. 

 

Rod Dixon will drop the first puck!  

 

Discount is for advance tickets only. Please contact Evan Par-

adis at Bridgeport Sound Tigers  203 345– 4828.  


